
 
 

   

 

Asia Floor Wage Alliance – Sri Lanka 

WORKERS’ RIGHTS IN CRISIS: AFWA STANDS WITH SRI LANKA AS CYCLONE 

DITWAH PUSHES GARMENT WORKERS INTO DANGER AND DEEPENING 

INSECURITY  

Asia Floor Wage Alliance (AFWA) stands with garment workers in Sri Lanka who are 
now living through the devastation of Cyclone Ditwah. “Garment workers were already 
struggling to survive on poverty wages, dealing with wage theft, arduous hours, and 
inhumane production targets long before the cyclone.  Climate disasters like cyclones 
push workers living on the edge into an intense humanitarian crisis,” said Abiramy 
Sivalogananthan, South Asia Coordinator at Asia Floor Wage Alliance.  
 

The floods and landslides caused by the cyclone have claimed the lives of more than 
350 people (and counting) in Sri Lanka. Entire worker settlements are under water. 
Homes flooded so fast that people barely had time to gather their belongings before 
being moved to relief camps. Streets, access roads, and surrounding areas submerged 
overnight, cutting workers off from food, clean water, transport, electricity, and 
communication.   
 

Floodwater has surged into worker residential areas with alarming speed. In some 
neighborhoods near factories in the industrial zones, wastewater from overflowing 
canals has spilled directly into workers’ homes. Water systems are now at risk, leaving 
workers without reliable access to sanitation facilities or clean water. Several factories 
are almost or completely submerged, while surrounding streets and passageways have 
become impassable, sealing entire clusters of workers inside flooded areas.  
 

People are being moved to temporary safer locations as conditions deteriorate, often 
with little notice and only what they can carry. Others are still stranded, unable to leave 
because flood levels block their exits. Despite red-alert warnings, some suppliers have 
still ordered garment workers to report to duty, while others abruptly closed.  
 

In times of crisis, the working class – especially garment workers, migrant workers and 
those living in industrial zones – are hit the hardest. For many, housing used to mean 
overcrowded and poorly serviced areas – which they have now lost to landslides and 
floods. With homes destroyed, commutes impossible, and factories inundated, many 
now face the terrifying prospect of losing not only housing and safety but also the wages 
they depend on for food, medicine, and school fees.   
 

AFWA stands with our partners in Sri Lanka who are coordinating relief efforts. Their 
commitment is unwavering as they support displaced workers and their families, ensure 
that those affected are not abandoned and acquire the resources garment workers and 
their families urgently need to rebuild their lives.   
 



 
 

   

 

Your contribution will directly strengthen our partners' efforts. Donations help ensure 
that workers and their families have access to essentials such as food, water, and 
medicine while they navigate dangerous conditions, factory closures, and the 
uncertainty of returning home. For garment workers in Sri Lanka - their futures are 
uncertain. And they need support that is material, immediate, and sustained.   
 

 
Donate today to support urgent relief efforts for affected workers and families  

 

https://laborrights.app.neoncrm.com/forms/afwa-donation

